
by Tommy Kortman

It’s that time again, and while I was not in at-
tendance at the last meeting, it was still ably run 
by our illustrious news letter editor, Mr. John Go-
schke. He is a man of many hats, and truly many 

talents. Thanks John!
Last month’s theme was “Heavyweights” and it appears 

that our winner, Vince Buonfigilio took that literally. 
Vince started with a Forces of Valor M60 Patton tank, 
and completely re-did it to create a Marine version serv-
ing in Beirut in the 80’s.
Now for those of you who don’t know, Forces of Valor 

are basically die-cast toys, albeit well-detailed toys. 
What Vince did was to completely strip the toy, and 
refinish it.
He also scratch-built the reactive armor that he 

added, as well as most of the stowage items. Vince used 
various craft and hobby acrylic paints to finish the tank, 
and then used Mig products to weather it. 

For the base, Vince took some existing diorama items 
from his parts bins, and then used the lid from a plastic 
shoe storage tote to create the groundwork. 
Conratulations Vince, once again for a job well done. 
Since this write 

up was a bit short, 
I decided to give 
your inquiring 
minds a little 
history about the 
M60.
The M60 Pat-

ton is the first main 
battle tank built in 
the USA. Develop-
ment of the M60 began in 1957. It was designed to counter 
the threat posed by Soviet T-54 and T-55 medium tanks, that 
were superior in all aspects to the US M48 medium tanks. 
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“Heavyweights”
      Marine M60 by Vince Buoniglio
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Hello Fellow 
Styrene 
Junkies!

on Saturday april 20th, I 
went to the NNL-eAST pre-

sented by the Tri State Model Car 
Club. every year this show continues 
to amaze me. Tom Geiger, the Presi-
dent of the club, and the members 
put a major effort into improving the 
show, and this year was the best so 
far. DVSM had about 12 members in 
attendance. Unfortunately, none of 
our members took home any awards, 
but a few did have their models pho-
tographed for Scale Auto, and Model 
Cars Magazines. They also took home 
a lot of great memories.

The theme this year was Resin 
Rules, the sub-theme was Vans, and 
the Special Web theme was the Revell 
‘50 oldsmobile. All three theme tables 
were full of great looking models. It 
amazes me the amount of great models 
that are on display every year at NNL-
eAST. The quantity may vary from 
year to year, but the quality never does. 
It was also great to meet up with 

the people you usually only talk to on 

line all year long. I met Morgan Bar-
clay, who showed me a Messerschmitt 
three wheel vehicle with a working 
suspension. See picture below.
Morgan modified the metal body 

and painted it with architecture 
paint. He also had an aluminum body 
Citroen that his is modifying. Morgan 
is a true sheet metal genius. See his 
latest project in the picture below. 
Here is my link for more pictures 

from the show. http://public.fotki.
com/BobD/nnl-east/nnl-east/

Now Heres 
Tommy!!!!!!!!! 
Thank’s again Bob for that 

wonderfully brief column. I 
guess it’s time for me to fill space. I 
know how much our editor loves to 
put stuff in the news letter.
In all fairness, I do know that 

Uncle Bobby was suffering from some 
nasty allergies when he was trying to 
write the above tome.  Bob is also now 
one of the recently retired, and has got 
a LoT of stuff on the Honey-do list to 
catch up on. I hear he is having a little 
trouble adjusting to the new schedule. 
I’m sure Aunt Trixie will have him 
straightened out in no time.
as for the show, NNL east is 

always a great time. There are always 
plenty of great models to look at, 
more than enough vendors to spend 
you money with, and plenty of model-
ers to hang out with. I wasn’t sure 
I was going to make it to this years 
event, but Fernando Roman was kind 
enough to give me a ride up to the 
event. Thanks Fernando!
I know that I missed the last 

meeting, so I’d like to thank our 
esteemed editor who stepped up 
and help out by running the theme 
contest. I also want to thank Mike 
Napoleon for stepping up and helping 
with the weathering series. 
I understand that there may have 

been some issues with last month’s 

contest. I am addressing those things, 
but please understand that the theme 
contest was and is designed to bring 
more models out to the meetings and to 
have FUN. This is not an IPMS National 
event. It is a little thing that I created, 
and I will make the rules. So, if there is 
an issue or question about what is or is 
not eligible for the contest, myself, or 
whoever is in charge that night (in my 
stead) will make any decisions. Nuff 
said!
I want to congratulate Vince 

Buonfiglio for his win in last month’s 
theme contest.  See my Winner’s 
circle column for more info on Vince’s 
winning piece.
This month’s theme is “Service 

with a Smile”. I should be a good 
theme, and we should have plenty of 
models on the table. 
What this theme includes: For 

the car guys: Trucks, and Lt com-
mercial vehicles. For the military 
guys (planes, armor, ships) This is 
all about support vehicles. We should 
see Freighters, Tankers, Cargo ships 
and planes, Trainers, engineering ve-
hicles, Landing craft, and passenger 
service like airliners and ocean lin-
ers. (yes, the Titanic works.) and this 
month for the Figure guys, we will 
be celebrating the American Revolu-
tion. I know there is great subject 
matter in all of the disciplines for this 
subject, so I expect an overflowing 
table…and plenty of votes to boot.
That brings me to one small peeve. 

I can count the amount of members in 
attendance at the meetings, but the 
theme vote is almost always a much 
smaller percentage. Sometimes we are 
not even getting a 50% vote. People, all 
members in attendance are eligible and 
eNCoURAGeD to vote. Thanks you.
 also this month, I will resume 

the weathering clinics with the class I 
was planning for last month. It will be 
on washes and filters.
 That’s it for this month, hope to 

see you all at the meeting.  n

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman

Seen at NNL East, Morgan Barclay’s 
customized bubble-top Messerschmitt 
(top) was based on a large scale tin toy. 
His in-progress Citroen custom was 
scratchbuilt in aluminum.



Maus, 1/72, by Joe Leonetti

‘59 Chrysler Imperial custom roadster, 1/25, by Rod Rakos

’49 Mercury custom, 1/25, by Keith Jones

B-26B Marauder, 1/48, by Marty Bloom

B-17G Flying Fortress, 1/72, by Mike Turco

’50 Oldsmobile 88, 1/25, by Greg Hogg

’50 Oldsmobile 88, 1/25, by Nick Sandone

TBF Avenger, 1/48, by Marty Bloom

april Display Highlights Photos by Bob Doebley



’59 Cadillac Eldorado Seville, 1/25, by Butch Haas

’50 Oldsmobile 88, 1/25, Mike Napoleon

M1117 Guardian, 1/35, by Lou Ursino

Star Wars “Snow Speeder,” 1/48, by Joe Leonetti

’72 Ford LTD, 1/25, by Greg Hogg

M4A3 Sherman, 1/35, Lou Ursino

Avro Lancaster, 1/96, by John Goschke

Knight Templar, 54mm, by Joe Vattilana

april Display Highlights Photos by Bob Doebley



Lamborghini Aventador, 1/24, in-prog., by Nick Sandone

1/700, by Bob Cicconi

Diver & Cat, by Vince Buonfiglio

Battlestar Galactica by Paul Tomczak

april Display Highlights Photos by Bob Doebley

Monthly 
Theme 
Contests
every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  A personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
Napoleon and presented at the 
following meeting.

JaNuary Winner: Joe Volz

“In The Beginning”

FeBruary Winner: Paul Kopczynski

“Winter Woolies”

MarCH  Winner: Joe Volz

“Alternative Power”

aPrIl Winner: Vince Buonfiglio

“Heavyweights”

May

“Service With a Smile”

JuNe

Gold, Silver & Bronze Contest

July

“Groovy- That 60’s show”

auguST

“Life’s a Beach”

SePTeMBer

“Pushing the Envelope”

oCToBer: 

“Black Out”

NoVeMBer:     

“Adversaries” All entries     
must have 2 models!

DeCeMBer

Favorite Five contest



2013 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date

Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 4 4 4 3       15
Volz, Joe 5 2 5        12
Rakos, Rod 3 3 1 3       10
Kopczynski, Paul 1 5 2        8
Anderson, Dave 2 1 1 4       8
Bonfigillo, Vince   3 5       8
Tomczak, Paul 1 2  4       7
Sandone, Nick 1 2 1 2       6
Lockard, Charlie 1 3 1        5
Ursino, Lou 3   2       5
Hogg, Greg 1  1 3       5
Stark, John   4        4
Rifkin, Howard 1 1  2       4
Cicconi, Bob 1   3       4
Senner, Don 1  2        3
Goschke, John 1   2       3
Vattilana, Joe   1 2       3
Leonetti, Joe    3       3
Haas, Butch    3       3
Scheidemantle, Dennis   2        2
Jones, Keith    2       2
Levy, Dennis 1          1
Marciante, Steve 1          1

First vehicles were built in 1959 and 
contract was awarded to Chrysler for a 
batch of 180 MBTs. Production com-
menced in 1960 and ended in 1987.
In terms of design the M60 is a 

further development of the M26, M46, 
M47 and M48 tanks. A number of 
components were carried over from 
the M48A2 medium tank. However the 
M60 featured significantly improved 
armored protection, more powerful 
armament and engine.
The M60 Patton main battle tank 

is armed with British L7 105-mm 
rifled gun, which was license-pro-
duced in the USA as the M68. This 
tank gun could be replaced in field 
conditions if necessary. The M60 
could penetrate 120-mm armor at a 
range of 2 000 meters. A total of 60 
rounds for the main gun of five types 
were carried.
Secondary armament consists 

of coaxial 7.62-mm machine gun 
and remotely controlled 12.7-mm 
machine gun, mounted in the com-
manders cupola.

The Patton has a cast homogenous 
steel armor hull and turret.
The M60 was fitted with the 

Continental AVDS-1790-2 diesel 
engine, developing 750 horsepower. 
engine can be replaced in field 
conditions in 4 hours. It is worth 
mentioning that it was the first US 
tank, fitted with diesel powerplant. 
Previous vehicles were powered by 
petrol engines. The Patton tank has 
a torsion bar-type suspension, which 
is made up of six road wheels with 
the idler at the rear, with three track 
return rollers.
Production of the M60 lasted only 

two years, as in 1962 it was replaced 
by improved M60A1 MBT.
The M60 Patton MBT was widely 

exported. Foreign operators include 
Israel (1400 MBTs of various models), 
egypt (700 M60A1 and 735 M60A3), 
Iran (approximately 200 M60A1), 
Italy (300 M60A1), Saudi Arabia (ap-
proximately 250 M60A3), Australia 
(170 M60A3), and a number of other 
countries. Some operators of the M60 
Patton MBT locally applied a number of 
improvements to increase its protection.
VarIaNTS: 
M60a1 was fitted with a new tur-

ret, which offered better protection. 

Main gun was fitted with improved 
stabilization equipment and am-
munition load was increased by 3 
rounds. In 1975 the M60A1 was fitted 
with the Continental AVDS-1790-2G 
RISe diesel engine, developing more 
power. This engine also had longer 
service life;
M60a2 Starship, fitted with gun/

missile armament. It was developed 
as a force multiplier for units, oper-
ating the Patton MBTs;
M60a3, developed in 1980. The 

M60A3 main battle tank features 
new fire control system and has 
improved fire accuracy. It’s hit prob-
ability for a stationary tank-size 
target, located 2 000 m away is 70%, 
while the M60A1 had hit probabil-
ity for the same target of only 23%. 
Unreliable M219 coaxial 7.62-mm 
machine gun was replaced by the 
M240. Main gun received a thermal 
sleeve. Protection of the M60A3 was 
slightly improved by Kevlar spall 
liner, fitted to the turret. It was also 
fitted with smoke grenade discharg-
ers. Approximately 1 700 M60A3 
main battle tanks were produced by 
1982 and 1 700 M60A1 were upgrad-
ed to the M60A3 standard;
See you next month.  n

Winner’s Circle: 
Marine M60 
Continued from page 1



although I’ve seen this term spelled 
“greeblie” and”gribblie, the common correct 
spelling is “greeble”.
According to Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.

org/wiki/Greeble):
“a greeble…is a fine detailing added to the surface of 

a larger object that makes it appear more complex, and 
therefore more visually interesting. It usually gives the 
audience an impression of increased scale... 
…greebles are often present on models or drawings 

of fictional spacecraft or architectural constructs in science 
fiction and is used in the movie industry (special effects). A 
technique used in Lego building is also called greebling.
The earliest recorded use of the term “greeble” 

found to date was by those working on the special ef-
fects for Star Wars — the group who would later become 
Industrial Light and Magic. They also described this design 
method as “guts on the outside”…
…In physical models, these greebles could be any-

thing from parts of plastic cut to an interesting shape, or 
actual elements taken from shop-bought model kits. For 
instance, in Star Wars the original Imperial Star Destroyer 
was constructed from a plywood frame and adorned with 
sheet styrene. Panel lines were cut into the sheet styrene, 
but essentially that left the ship looking extremely bare. 
Hundreds of model kits were purchased and the model 
department promptly took pieces of the model kits and cut 
them up and stuck them along with more sheet styrene to 
the surfaces of the ship. The ultimate effect was to make 
the ship appear more believable to the viewer through 
the addition of these large areas of ancillary details. The 
greebles themselves served no purpose other than to fill 
space and individually had no definite function to the 
design of the ship…

…another example of greeble application was the 
Battlestar Galactica model for the original 1970s series, 
which featured on its hull pieces from a wide assortment 
of kits, including Apollo orbiters, Saturn rocket boosters, 
F-16 fighter jets, and various tanks.
as would be expected, given these origins, greebling 

is most commonly associated with the particular kind 
of large city-like spaceships made popular in Star Wars, 
but has been generalized to refer to any dense covering 
by different (usually mechanical) components. Similarly, 
Borg starships (and drones) in Star Trek appear heavily 
“greebled” using leftover sprues from previous kitbashing 
and photoetched bits...”
I originally was introduced to this term at a Won-

derfest Iron Modeler Contest. (Don’t know what a Wonder-
fest Iron Modeler Contest is? Click here: 
http://www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/Wonderfest2012-
19.html or here:
http://www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/Wonderfest2010-
11.html or here:
http://www.scififantmodmadrealm.com/Wonderfest2009-
17.html ).
anyway, in order to participate in this contest, par-

ticipants must supply their own greebles, which gets me 
to the main purpose of this writeup...I’ve signed up to 
participate in this year’s Wonderfest Iron Modeler Contest, 
and although I have some greebles to contribute, I can use 
more.
So if you have any unused modeling parts you can do 

to part with, I (along with those others participating in this 
contest) would appreciate your contributions. even if this 
amounts to just an unused spare sprue or two, this would 
be helpful.
Thanks in advance, and take care. Tony n

I Need “greebles!” by Tony Wootson



The NJ Chapter of IPMS 
held their 2013 contest 
and model show at the 
Wayne, NJ PAL Center 

on April 6.  It was well attended, 
with over 120 entrants and about 
400 models on display. Aircraft and 
armor were most plentiful, particu-
larly the armor, which made up most 
of one of the four very long tables in 
the exhibition room.  
  The Classic Plastic category (models 
from kits over 20 years old) was also 
well stocked with 22 models on display.  
The winner in that category, which I 
spotted early on, was a beautiful ‘57 
Ford Fairlane. I do miss those two-tone 
color schemes of the 1950s.
  Some categories had few entrants, 
e.g., there were only four subs, only 
three 1/48 scale prop aircraft (that 
was a surprise), and only two factual 
spacecraft (mine).  
  The vendor hawks were lined up at 
the door when I arrived and made 
off early with a lot of stuff.  Maybe 
that’s why some modelers were a 
little disappointed at the selection in 
the vendor room, although there was 
a good stock of limited edition resin 
kits that I did see from one ven-
dor and, among others, Rare Plane 
Detective, MRC and yellow Wings 
Decals were there.  
  DVSM was well represented and 
made off with a number of awards.  

Bobby Cicconi took a second place in 
the under-1/400-Scale Ships, Battle-
ships, Cruiser, Carriers category, plac-
ing behind the winner in that catego-
ry, which also won Best Ship and Best 
in Show, a model of the HMS Sussex 
pictured below, by Richard Price.
  other DVSM winners were Joe Volz 
who won three second place awards, 
one in the Commercial (Civil & Rac-
ing) category for his 1/144 Hasegawa 

embrear e-170, one in the 1/72 scale 
Jet Aircraft category for his Revell 
F-16CJ Viper and one in the 1/72 
Multi-engine Prop category for his 
Hasegawa e-2C Hawkeye 2000.   John 
Stark took a first place and ed Isnardi 
a second in the Street Rod category, 
and I think John also won an award 
(Honda Gorilla?) in the Motorcycle 
category.  
  I took a first place in the Motorcycles 
category for my 1/6 Tamiya 1979 
Harley FLHC, a first place in the Large 
Scale Automotive category for a Tami-
ya 1980 Renault Re-20 Turbo Formula 
1 Car, a first in the Space & Science 
Fiction – Factual Vehicles category for 
my Glencoe Retriever Rocket (uncon-
tested, as I was the only entrant), and 
a third place in the Vacuforms & Resin 
aircraft category for my Bell MX2276 
“BoMi” a limited resin kit of a 1954 
skip-glide bomber concept. There are 
a couple videos of the model tables in 
youTube already.  other than the “Best 
of” award winners, the NJ club hasn’t 
posted the results so I apologize if I did 
not get the full info on all of them.  
Way to go, DVSM! n

MosquitoCon
2013 report

by Mike Turco • photos by the author

(Above) HMS Sussex by Richard Price won Best in Show, Best Ship and first in its 
category. (Below) This AMT ‘57 Ford Fairlane 500 was the winner in the “Classic 
Plastic” category for models built from older kits.



The aMPS National 
Show 2013, held in Atlanta, 
Ga on April 18th to the 
20th, has now come and 

passed. I had the good fortune to 
attend this great show. Here are some 
of the highlights.
The show kicked off Thursday April 

18th with a tour of Ft. Benning. This 
is a armor modelers dream! The first 
stop at Ft. Benning was the motorpool 
where we were given a tour of the 
M1A2 SeP. Not only were we allowed 
to photograph this 70 ton behemoth, 
but we were allowed to crawl all over 
it. This was exceptional in the re-
gard we were allowed in the drivers 
compartment and the turret compart-
ment, usually something that does not 
happen. Within this motorpool were 
various other vehicles like the M2a2 
Bradley, usual assortment of Hum-
vees, Strykers, Trucks and M88’s.
Following this stop, we ate lunch 

with the new recruits in the mess hall. 
They had to wait for us to pay and get 
our food before they were allowed 

in. It was almost 101 degrees and I 
felt a little sorry for them, for about a 
second. lol! 
After lunch we were taken to the 

new museum motorpool where the 
combined Ft. Knox and Aberdeen col-
lections are stored. This was truly ar-
mor heaven. History was everywhere 
and so much to see with only 2 hours 
to see it. So many highlights here, but 

these are some that struck me: Israeli 
M51 Super Sherman, original Tiger 
1 being restored, Tiger 2, Tiran 4, 
T-54/55 enigma, Challenger 1, Sdkfz 
221, SdKfz 10 half track, all the Pat-
ton series from the M-46 to the M-60, 
Hunting Tiger and so much more. I 
did not want to leave and I ran out of 
batteries at the end. Great time!

AMPS Nationals 2013 
Atlanta, GA by Matt Pritchett • photos by the author

continued on page 9



aMPS National from page 8

The show officially started Thursday 
night and ran through Saturday. A 
total of 433 models were judged from 
155 entrants. This seemed lower than 
usual so I am not sure if the location 
and economy coupled with some oth-
er big events going on caused a drop. 
I would also say that it was no fault of 
this years show committee since they 
ran a great show. Hats off to them. 
The vendor rooms seemed to be not 
as packed as normal, even though 
there were a lot of great displays and 
deals to be had.
Another highlight was how many 

Master Modelers were in attendance. 
Names like Cookie Sewell, Jim We-
schler, Mark Corbett, Charlie Pritch-
ett, Chris Mrosko, Alex DeLeon, and 
Jason Jennings to name a few. They 
were great to talk to and get some 
pointers from. They also had some 
tremendous work on display.
All in all I have to say it was a great 

time. I was awarded a Gold in the 
Advanced Modeler category for my 
M51 Super Sherman and 2 silvers on 
my Super Pershing and M61a6. Next 
years show will be in Fredricksburg, 
Va April 3rd through the 5th. Looking 
forward to it! n



Support the
local Hobby Shops
THaT SuPPorT our CluB

MaIN lINe HoBBIeS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm  Sun.: 11am - 6pm
   Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

BNB HoBBy & TraIN DePoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

NeW CoNCePT III
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & K HoBBIeS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

HoBByMaSTerS, INC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z HoBBIeS, INC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm•  Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do I give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do I get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

How? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


